
1

Post-Election Outlook | Commissioner Carr’s Call for FCC Enforcement Reform

Decem ber 4 , 2024

Read i ng Ti m e :  1  min

Categories

By: Jennifer L. Richter, Douglas I. Brandon, Steven A. Rowings, Virginia Hiner Antypas, Sharanya
Sriram

Commissioner Brendan Carr has advocated for Enforcement Bureau reform at the Federal

Communications Commission (FCC), suggesting that the FCC should “trim its sails” on

enforcement to avoid drawing legal challenges to the agency’s constitutionality: “The more

we push the boundaries of our own existing enforcement authority, we’re [going to] hasten

the day when very signi�cant constitutional challenges to the entire scheme will be brought

forward.” Commissioner Carr has accused the Enforcement Bureau under Chairwoman Jessica

Rosenworcel’s leadership of “overreach” in several cases, including orders issued against

major wireless carriers over certain commercial practices related to the use of customer

location data, which imposed nearly $200 million in forfeitures earlier this year. Those

forfeitures are currently being challenged in federal court by carriers, who have raised

questions about the constitutionality of the FCC’s enforcement framework more generally.

Commissioner Carr’s past statements suggest that he will likely be less aggressive on

monetary enforcement, at least until the FCC’s jurisdiction is clari�ed by the courts.

https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/jennifer-l-richter
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/douglas-i-brandon
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/steven-a-rowings
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/virginia-d-hiner
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/sharanya-k-sriram
https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-fines-largest-wireless-carriers-sharing-location-data


2

Regulatory Enforcement Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

U.S. Election

© 2025 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. This document is

distributed for informational use only; it does not constitute legal advice and should not be used as

such. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Akin is the practicing name of Akin Gump LLP, a

New York limited liability partnership authorized and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

under number 267321. A list of the partners is available for inspection at Eighth Floor, Ten Bishops Square,

London E1 6EG. For more information about Akin Gump LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and

other associated entities under which the Akin Gump network operates worldwide, please see our Legal

Notices page.

https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/interconnected-tmt?bc=1042406
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/interconnected-tmt?bc=1101468
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/interconnected-tmt?bc=1106575
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/blogs/interconnected-tmt?bc=1106576

